
      

 
 

Regeneration, Transport & Culture Scrutiny Panel 
November 22 2018  

Questions the Panel asked: 
In your view 

 How has regeneration in the Borough impacted local communities?  

 What is the Council doing well in terms of regeneration in the Borough?  

 What improvements could be made?   
I speak on behalf of the member groups in South Greenwich Forum, the information 
exchange network covering the south of the borough.  So my experience is in the south of 
the borough. 
 
How has regeneration in the Borough impacted local communities? 
Excluding Kidbrooke, there has not been a great deal of regeneration in the south, but for 
what there has been the views of local groups and residents have not generally been taken 
into consideration.  Eltham High Street is an example – when completed it has potential, but 
local views on some aspects were disregarded, resulting in too many thinking only of the 
pitfalls not the positives. 
In the change to move all information to electronic format the Planning system has become 
undemocratic.   Paper lists at local libraries are no longer available.   Trying to assess major 
applications on line is virtually impossible.  So residents are out of the loop.  We have made 
these points to Planning but to date have received no response. 
Where we had hoped to see regeneration is through the Eltham Masterplan, agreed in 2012.  
To date, only the High Street public realm has seen improvement, and that wasn’t a 
significant part of the Masterplan.  Nothing else has been brought forward and Planning 
seem to be totally unaware of the plan.   SGF members are so frustrated they have now 
approached the Council with one specific proposal – make a move on the housing element 
and make it 100% social housing.    
 
What is the Council doing well in terms of regeneration in the Borough? 

In the south, not much, except Kidbrooke.   And again, local opinion has at times been 
disregarded, especially about high rise and its impact on both Blackheath and Eltham 
heritage. 
 
What improvements could be made? 
Bring back greater public involvement in the planning process. 
Senior planners should have more direct contact with local groups and local residents long 
before specific proposals are presented.   There will be 999 different views but out of them 
will come ideas and a better understanding of what local people see as important and see 
as acceptable.    In the south the complaint is that planning officers are never seen out of 
their office, and when applications do come to the local planning committee, officers’ local 
knowledge is non-existent.   And the same has to be said for Highways – that department 
frequently has an important voice in major planning applications, but they are renowned for 
getting it wrong. 
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