
      

 
 
 
 

Notes of items discussed at the Annual General Meeting held on  
Monday October 17 2016 

 
1.  Eltham High Street Public Realm project 
Following a meeting with Mark Hodgson, the Council’s Highway Assets Group 
Manager, Judy reported: 

 Concern that the new paving slabs are easily marked should be dealt with by 
regular street washing, as is done in Woolwich and Greenwich; Marlon thought 
this might be every two weeks, or every month.  Litter is cleared daily, and Marlon 
has requested more litter bins. 

 The bus shelter outside Barclays Bank is wrongly sited and will be moved; one 
other bus shelter requires re-siting. 

 TfL is being asked again to alter the temporary traffic lights schedule to relieve 
the current traffic problems at the Eltham Church junction – caused in the main by 
the very short timing for each quartile (only 3 or 4 vehicles moving at a time, 
which encourages frustrated drivers to jump the lights). 

 Once the works are completed, I was told the Eltham Church junction will have 
slightly less capacity, as the green man time will be extended to allow diagonal 
crossing by pedestrians. 

 All the High Street pavement works will be completed before Eltham Lights Up 
on November 17.   The main carriageway will be resurfaced in January – the High 
Street will be closed completely overnight to allow night working; it is expected it 
will take two weeks.   The side road works will then be undertaken. 

 Marlon reported that the stage for Eltham Lights Up will be in Passey Place; she 
hopes there will be fireworks if a suitable roof can be found. 

 Parking bays will be delineated with a change of brickwork as well as other 
marking, and with signage.  Where there is parking the cycle lane will have a 
broken white line to identify it is an advisory cycle lane, and cyclists need to be 
aware of traffic; where there is no parking the cycle lane will have a solid white 
line, and it is a statutory offence for a vehicle to cross such a solid white line. 
 
In discussion there was concern at the placing of refuse bins alongside the bus 
sign poles at bus stops, which inhibited entry/exit from buses.   There were 
congratulations on the success in paving right up to shop frontages where some 
of the pavement was owned by the shop.   There was concern at poor cleaning of 
Philipot Path; and at the way trade rubbish was left in Chequers Parade (Passey 
Place end).   
 
2.  St Mary’s room hire April 2017-March 2018 
It was agreed there would be no regular meetings in April (because the third 
Monday is Easter Monday), August or December.   Otherwise 9 regular meetings 
and 4 Traffic meetings would be booked. 
 
3. Weekend GP appointments at Eltham Community Hospital 
There was unanimous disappointment and considerable concern at the way the 
Saturday and Sunday morning provision at Eltham Community Hospital (ECH)  
 
 



 
has been set up.   It does nothing to meet the need for an alternative to A&E at 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital Woolwich (QEH).   The new system is described as 
weekend GP appointments booked by your own practice on Fridays for new 
symptoms and illnesses which cannot wait until you can get an appointment with 
your own GP.    
 
South Greenwich Forum has consistently said over many years that a walk-in 
service similar to the Urgent Care services at QEH and Queen Mary’s Hospital 
Sidcup (QMH) was what would make sense at ECH.  The proposal submitted to 
the RBG Healthier Communities & Adult Social Care Scrutiny Panel on April 19 
this year proposed that NHS 111 would be the referral agency to any weekend 
service at ECH.   Forum members will remember that I was asked to attend that 
Scrutiny Panel meeting to explain our lack of confidence in NHS 111, and the 
Panel was assured that Greenwich CCG would be responsible for ensuring that 
NHS 111 fully understood how ECH could be used as an alternative to QEH.  
This was some improvement, but still did not allow for patients to attend if they 
had not first contacted NHS 111.   
 
The service now being offered requires appointments to be made on the Friday    
through the patient’s own practice.   That bears no resemblance to the proposal 
taken to RBG on April 19.   It does nothing to avoid attendance at QEH A&E or 
QMH urgent care for problems that have arisen on the Saturday or the Sunday 
morning. 
 
I was asked to write to Greenwich CCG to express our concern about this 
service, and also concern that an Imaging service and use of the Theatre is still 
awaited, and one of the rehabilitation wards is closed.   Not surprisingly, those at 
the AGM expressed considerable concern about the future of ECH within the 
NHS. 
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