
                                                                            

 
Minutes of the 245th regular meeting of South Greenwich Forum held on                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Monday January 21 2019 at St Mary’s Community Centre, Eltham, London SE9 1BJ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
Present:    Representing: 
Jim Basford (Vice Chair)  Normanhurst Residents Association 
Leanna Minahan   RBG Safer Communities Team 
John Killick     CANE - Community Association of New Eltham 
Francis Lee     The Eltham Society 
Judy Smith    Old Page Estate Residents Association (OPERA) 
Margaret Oliver   Progress Residents Association 
John Lawton    Riefield Road Residents Association 
Sharon Staples    Thomas Philipot’s Almshouses 

 
1.   Leanna was welcomed to the meeting and there were round-the-table introductions. 
 
2.   Apologies for absence 
 Milena Powley (Eltham Park Residents Association) 

Margaret Johnson  (Progress Residents Association) 
 
3.   Community Safety 
Leanna explained Greenwich is now part of a tri-borough policing group – Greenwich, 
Bexley and Lewisham.   She described a new crime reduction project being developed by 
the police with the three boroughs with the aim of reducing financial fraud – distraction 
burglaries, fraudulent scams, cash point theft, all frequently aimed at older people.  The 
project – Operation Mercury, with TSB sponsorship – is intergenerational, with the police 
cadets working with older people to show them how to use a new specifically designed App 
(GDPR compliant) to combat financial crime.   In discussion various ways of accessing 
groups of older people were identified.  Forum members were very interested in the project 
and asked for a brief description of the scheme that could be used in newsletters and e-
bulletins.  
 
Discussion then moved on to other community safety needs, especially situations  where 
CCTV could be helpful.   New Eltham shopping parade has a variety of problems similar to 
Eltham High Street and other shopping parades, but has no CCTV cameras to help identify 
perpetrators.  Leanna asked John Killick to contact her outside the meeting to discuss the 
situation.   OPERA has obvious signs of drug dealing in the area near a GP surgery that  is 
a ‘methadone hub’; from the description given Leanna also suggested the closeness to  
Eltham Station as another reason why the area was popular.    She felt dealing at this site 
would not be considered sufficiently serious to justify CCTV, but she urged residents to 
report to the police every instance seen, with as much information as possible, particularly 
car number plates and times of day, as this would build up a better picture of the problem. 
 
4.   Minutes of the meeting held on November 19 2018 were agreed. 

 
5.   Eltham Town Centre 

a)  Eltham Stakeholder Forum:  Still hope to have information on Eltham retail audit. 
b)  Eltham High Street works to the public realm:  Requests for the ‘Post completion’ and 
road safety audit have not been answered, and no reply received to the request for the 
results of Highways and Traffic consultations to be available to the public. 
c)  Eltham Town Centre Partnership:  In Milena’s absence Judy to ask Laurie Baker if he 
has notes  of the January meeting. 



d)  Eltham Masterplan & Social Housing:   Nothing new to report on social housing. 
e)  Accommodation over shops & old Tesco site for housing:  Marlon to be asked again 
about an audit of accommodation, also to investigate the site beside the old Tesco building.    
 
6.   St Mary’s price increases 
St Mary’s have now advised affiliated groups of the pricing structure for the 2019/20 year. 
The annual affiliation fee will increase from £55 to £60, and sessional and hourly rates will 
increase by £2.   This will increase the Forum’s expenditure with St Mary’s by £33 for the 
2019/20 year, the same cost as hire for two meetings.   This was accepted by those present 
for this year, but in the future the Forum might have to consider reducing the number of 
meetings.   Members were very concerned that St Mary’s is instigating a ‘rebooking fee’ of 
£20, with effect immediately, if changes were made to bookings after they had been entered 
in the diary.   £20 is more than the charge for a monthly meeting.  Also, St Mary’s regularly 
ask for details of the next year’s bookings before they advise what the charges will be.   
Asking for bookings in advance may help St Mary’s, but in future the Forum will not decide 
on them until they know what they will be charged. 
 
7.   Eltham Community Hospital/The Source at Horn Park/new Health hubs         

Still no progress on re-establishing The Source.   Judy awaits leaflet on how the new Health 
Hub service will work and how patients will know about it. 
 
8.  SGF data protection 

Judy still to add SGF to Greenwich Community Directory. 
 
9.  Adult Social Care/Support for the digitally frail/ New grant round 
Judy said efforts to obtain better support for the digitally frail had stalled.   A new round of 
RBG grants for the voluntary sector might offer some possibilities. 
 
10. Greenwich Archive Users Forum (GAUF) 
In discussion about the Greenwich Heritage Centre and GAUF, those present were 
concerned about the future of the Greenwich Millenium Embroideries; Judy to enquire. 
 
11. Future visitors 
Judy to approach possible speakers after Milena is back. 
 
12. Avery Hill Winter Gardens 

At the full Council meeting on December 12 Terry Powley asked Cllr Danny Thorpe, the 
Leader of the Council for an update.     
 
Cllr Thorpe’s reply was: 
I thank Terry Powley for his question.  
The University remain the owners of the Winter Garden site and therefore the obligations 
upon them remain. I can assure you that the Council is having continued discussions with 
the University with the aim of safeguarding the Winter Gardens.  At this stage I cannot 
provide further information as this is a commercial negotiation and to do so would fetter the 
Council’s position. 
 
We would like to have a time-scale. I guess the progress of the University is slightly outside 
of our control. Rest assured that we are knocking on the door and officers are continuing to 
have daily negotiations. Officers would agree that this has been stepped up because the 
University are as keen to get a resolution to this issue as we do but what we are absolutely 
pushing them on is that this isn't a deal at any cost and that there must be a significant 
contribution provided by them to enable the facility to be developed and enhanced even 
when they have left. You have got my full commitment that we will continue to update the 



campaign group as and when we can and we are going to do all we can to get it over the 
line as quickly as possible. 
 

The question and answer can be seen/heard on the Council webcam but the section 
covering this question is audio only: 

 https://royalgreenwich.public-i.tv/core/portal/webcast_interactive/374158/start_time/384000.) 
 
13. Royal Greenwich Partnership 

Judy drafting a letter about the lack of transparency around this Partnership. 
 
14. Planning process  & community involvement in regeneration   

Judy had attended the Regeneration Scrutiny Panel meeting on 21.11.18 and had spoken 
about the lack of community involvement in regeneration/planning, as attached.    The Panel 
had subsequently asked if any of the group representatives who had spoken at the meeting 
would be interested in joining the project group set up to consider improvements; Judy had 
put her name forward and had been chosen as one of three community representatives.  A 
first update on progress had been circulated to community groups (to SGF members on 
11.1.19) 
                                                                                                                                          
15.  Heritage & Other Sites 
a)   Eltham Park South:         ) 
b)   Well Hall Pleasaunce:     )     Discussion deferred to 
c)   Avery Hill:                        )     February meeting 
d)   New Eltham:                    ) 
e)   Progress RA:  Book-The Origins and Evolution of the Progress Estate available from 
keith.billinghurst@btinternet.com or 07962 877 389. 
f)   Eltham Society: The annual ‘Eltham in Pictures’ exhibition is at St Mary’s on February 23. 
If interested in R.R.C.Gregory’s 1909 ‘The Story of Royal Eltham’ see www.famloc.co.uk 
 
16.  Report back: 
a)   Kidbrooke/station footbridge lifts:  Full planning application for the Henley Cross site, 
now known as Kidbrooke Station Square, has been received.   Letters of objection from The 
Blackheath Society and Opera were circulated to Forum members on January 10 and 
February l respectively. 
b)   Kidbrooke public transport & vehicle access to station:  Monitoring of  bus proposals and  
car drop-off facility with lift access to the station level ongoing. 
c)   Void properties: John has resent his report to Judy, but there was not time to discuss it 
at this meeting. 
 
17  Information 
a)   Greenwich Community Directory (www.greenwichcommunitydirectory.org.uk) 
Contact number for new free Live Well Greenwich helpline 0800 470 4831 
b)   Greenwich Info:  If not delivered, ‘phone the distributor on 8940 0666; with any other 

comments/complaints ‘phone Gaynor Granger (8921 5033) or Nicola McGuire (8921 5572) 
c)    Greenwich Weekender: contains some RBG planning applications & all traffic orders. 

 
18.  Dates of next meetings 
General:     February 18    March 18    April 15    May 20    June 17    July 15 
Traffic:       January 28      April 29     July 22     October 28 

All at 8.00pm at St Mary’s Community Centre, 180 Eltham High Street, SE9 1BJ 
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