
                                                                            

 
Minutes of the 250th regular meeting of South Greenwich Forum held on                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Monday June 17 2019 at St Mary’s Community Centre, Eltham, London SE9 1BJ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
Present:    Representing: 
Milena Powley (Chair)  Eltham Park Residents Association 
Clive Efford MP (part-time)  MP for Eltham constituency 
Cllr Sarah Merrill (part-time) Chair, Planning Board, Royal Borough of Greenwich 
Francis Lee     The Eltham Society 
Jim Basford (Vice Chair)   Normanhurst Residents Association 
Judy Smith (Secretary)  Old Page Estate Residents Association 
Margaret Oliver   Progress Residents Association 
Margaret Johnson     Progress Residents Association 
Lisa Jonker    Progress Residents Association 
Sharon Staples    Thomas Philipot’s Almshouses 
 
1.   Apologies for absence 
 John Lawton (Treasurer)   Riefield Road Residents Association 
 Laurie Baker   The Eltham Society 
 Evelyn Green  Individual member 
 
2.   Minutes of the meeting held on May 20 2019 were agreed. 

 
3.   Planning process, policy and future challenges 

Clive and Sarah were welcomed to the meeting.   Sarah described the changes she had 
made since becoming Chair of the Planning Board.   She had reduced her working week so 
that she had more time to spend on Planning issues, and she had introduced a weekly 
meeting for Planning Board members so that they could collectively review and question 
applications before Board meetings.   These meetings also gave the Board time to consider 
how to lead on the Council’s planning policy and the advice to be given to developers 
thinking of building in the borough, all of which would be set out in the next Local Plan/Core 
Strategy document, currently being drafted, including a likely increase in the percentage of 
affordable/social rent housing.   Forum members fully supported Sarah in these 
improvements. 
 
There was discussion about the Kidbrooke Station Square planning application.   Clive and 
Sarah explained the background to the application – TfL land, the Mayor’s understandable 
determination to increase housing development to meet London’s urgent need, and TfL’s 
requirement to have 50% ‘affordable’ housing in this development – higher than the 
Council’s 35% requirement, and this was welcomed.   However, both Clive and Sarah 
recognised that the application was not perfect.   Much as Forum members welcomed 
housing, they considered this application was an overdevelopment of a small site; in order to 
achieve the number of dwellings the developer had resorted to excessive height, to the 
detriment of views in both Eltham and Blackheath.  Insufficient attention had been given to 
safe and convenient access to the site and to the services on the opposite side of the 
railway, and to the need for open space for play and leisure.  The 50% affordable housing 
gave too much emphasis on shared ownership, requiring income levels way above those 
likely to be achieved by the young key workers the borough needs to attract.   A 
development at about two-thirds of the number of dwellings currently applied for, with 
buildings at a lower height, better access and a greater proportion of social housing for rent, 
would be welcomed. 
         /continued 



There was also discussion about how planning policy can help towards meeting the urgent 
needs of the climate emergency facing the world.   Sarah acknowledged this presented 
challenges, as some building materials, especially concrete, were not sufficiently climate 
friendly.  She was investigating a variety of materials, including wood. 
 
4.   Eltham Town Centre 

a)  Eltham Stakeholder Forum:   Judy awaits reply from RBG on the apparent reduction in 
High Street footfall. 
b)  Eltham High Street: Await decision on ‘courtesy crossing’ change to lighted one; there 
continues to be concern about the traffic island below the Eltham Church junction, with 
vehicles continuing to drive round it to access the right turn lane. 
c)  Eltham Town Centre Partnership:  Next meeting is July 9.  Judy had written to Eltham 
West Councillors explaining the Forum’s view that Eltham West should be included in the 
Partnership membership. 
d)  Eltham Masterplan & Social Housing:   Social housing is being considered but it is not 
clear which site.   No public consultation as yet for 10 Orangery Lane.   There was concern 
that the following had been reported in a Council document: 
In response to a question on the Eltham Masterplan, the Director of Regeneration, 
Enterprise and Skills confirmed it was not in the process of being reviewed due to the heavy 
work programme, adding that the priority areas were that with large scale developments. 
e)  Accommodation over shops & old Tesco site for housing:  Concern that the proposals for  
the old Tesco building appear to have stalled; Forum also interested in the site beside the 
old Tesco building.  Members are still interested to know of any other High Street buildings 
with upper floors that could be renovated for housing. 
 
5.   Eltham Community Hospital/The Source at Horn Park/new Health hubs         

Disappointed that there is no progress on re-establishing The Source.   More publicity is 
essential for the out-of-hours GP and wound dressing services, as well as the Xray and 
blood services.    
 
6.  Adult Social Care/Support for the digitally frail 
There was no time to discuss the need for better support for the digitally frail.  
 
7.  Greenwich Archive Users Forum (GAUF) 

Discussion of the future of the Millennium Embroideries, also sales of postcards, books, 
etc.deferred to next meeting. 
 
8.  Future visitors 

Eltham/Lee Fire Service likely to join the September meeting. 
 
9.  Avery Hill Winter Gardens 
Laurie Baker had provided the following report: 

On Avery Hill Winter Garden, Terry Powley, John Webb and myself met with Gary Herbert of the 
Dept. for Education on 6th June. He briefed us and we outlined our concerns.  
The DfE have bought the site and will lease to Harris Academy. There will be a boys school of 900 and 
a sixth form (mixed I think) of 250. The plan is to open the school in September 2021. The newer 
buildings will be replaced by a three-storey school. The site sold will be Mansion House and buildings, 
except those below, and the car park to the west of the park entrance road. 
The Winter Garden, Common Room (next to WG) will revert to the council and probably be placed in 
a trust (either stand-alone or RGHT). He was receptive to our concerns and desire to have highest 
quality design to complement the heritage of the site and for public access at certain times to the 
Mansion House. We agreed to meet again early in the New Year. 
         /continued 
 



We met with the Save AHWG Campaign committee on 10 June and a three-page letter has been 
agreed to send summarising the meeting on 6th June and putting our concerns on the record. 
 The Council will have a stall at the Avery Hill Parksfest on 14th July when, it is hoped, they will be 
able to set out their proposals.  
 
10. Royal Greenwich Partnership 
Discussion deferred on the need for a letter about the lack of transparency around this 
Partnership.  
 
11. Planning process  & community involvement in regeneration and social housing   
There has been no response to date to the preliminary recommendations (circulated with 
the May Minutes) from the Regeneration Scrutiny Panel’s project on better resident 
involvement in regeneration. 
                                                                                                                                          
12.  Heritage & Other Sites 

a)   Eltham Park South:   Music on June 30, July 7, 21   
b)   Well Hall Pleasaunce:  Music on June 23, 30, July 7, 14, 21, 28 
c)   Avery Hill: Fun Day July 14 
d)   New Eltham:   September event     
e)   Progress RA:  Book-The Origins and Evolution of the Progress Estate available from 
keith.billinghurst@btinternet.com or 07962 877 389. 
f)   Eltham Society: For reprint of R.R.C.Gregory’s 1909 ‘The Story of Royal Eltham’ see 
www.famloc.co.uk 
 
13.  Report back: 

a)   Kidbrooke Station Square: See item 3 above. 
Secretary’s note:  This application was refused at the Planning Board meeting on July 
16. 
b)   Kidbrooke Station lifts:  Require continued lobbying. 
c)   Kidbrooke public transport & vehicle access to station:  New 335 bus route will not be  
sufficient if any Kidbrooke Station Square development proceeds.  
d)   Anti-fraud Operation Mercury project:   Regret still no details available. 
 
14.  Greenwich Info 

A number of complaints about poor distribution have been received.   Important that these 
are made to both the distributor and the Council (see item 15b below). 
 
15.  Information 
a)   Greenwich Community Directory (www.greenwichcommunitydirectory.org.uk) 
Contact number for new free Live Well Greenwich helpline 0800 470 4831 
b)   Greenwich Info: Delivery seems reduced; complaints to distributor on 8940 0666; any 
other comments/complaints to Gaynor Granger (8921 5033) or Nicola McGuire (8921 5572) 
c)    Greenwich Weekender: contains some RBG planning applications & all traffic orders. 
d)    Greenwich Learns:  Adult learning prospectus for the whole of the borough. 

 
16.  Dates of next meetings 
General: No July meeting (any urgent matters will be tabled at the July 22 Traffic meeting)  
No August meeting  September 16  October 21(AGM)    November 18    No December 
meeting   2020   January 20    February 17    March 16     April 20 
Traffic:      October 28      2020   January 27     April 27      July 27 

All at 8.00pm at St Mary’s Community Centre, 180 Eltham High Street, SE9 1BJ 
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