
 
TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT & ASSOCIATED MATTERS  
IN THE SOUTH OF THE BOROUGH 
Minutes of the 115th quarterly meeting held on Monday April 29 2019       
at St Mary’s Community Centre, Eltham High Street, SE9 1BJ 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Present    Representing 
Milena Powley (Chair)  Eltham Park Residents Association 
Richard Cornell   Royal Borough of Greenwich 
Ryan Bunce    Royal Borough of Greenwich 
Robin Clark    Eltham Public Transport Users Group 
John Babb    Individual member 
Jim Basford     Normanhurst Residents Association 
Judy Smith    Old Page Estate Residents Association 
Wayne Greenslade   Riefield Road Residents Association 
 

 
1. Welcome & Apologies for absence:   

In the absence of Laurie, Milena chaired the meeting.   She welcomed Ryan and there were round 
the table introductions.   Apologies were received from: 

Laurie Baker (Chair-Traffic) (The Eltham Society) 
 John Killick (CANE (Community Association of New Eltham)) 
 John Lawton (Riefield Road Residents Association) 
 
2.  Minutes of the previous meeting held on January 28 2019 were agreed. 
 
3.  Eltham High Street Public Realm 
Forum members explained their concern about the safety for pedestrians if the courtesy crossing 
at the cinema goes ahead as originally planned, and are pleased it is being re-considered.  Forum 
members have not changed their view that the traffic island just below the Eltham Church junction 
should be moved down the hill to the point where the church footpath ends; a move would mean 
more vehicles could use the right turn lane, and avoid vehicles driving on the wrong side of the 
island to get into the right turn lane.   Complaints continue about the moving of the bus stops on 
the north side of the High Street, a move not supported by TfL, who considered the previous 
location ‘a very good interchange with Well Hall Road bus services’, particularly for what they 
described as ‘the mobility challenged, wheelchair users and parents with children who would have 
to go a lot further to catch a bus’. 
 
4.  Eltham Town Centre 

a)  DLR extension to Eltham & Kidbrooke: The 3rd Local Implementation Plan (LIP) which is now 
with the Mayor of London for approval, makes no mention of possible DLR extension to Eltham & 
Kidbrooke; current TfL proposal to extend the Bakerloo line to Lewisham takes precedence.    
b)  Eltham Masterplan:  No planning application (for housing) has yet been lodged for the old 
Tesco site in Pound Place. 
c)  Well Hall/Dunvegan junction: this proposal is completed.  There have already been a number of 
problems with buses/large vehicles unable to get through because of parking and large vehicles 
having difficultly turning in and out of Dunvegan Road.   Parking enforcement is being increased.  
This is a busy shopping parade with no parking other than on Well Hall Road, so the obvious 
solution of increasing dylines is not in the best interests of traders or shoppers. 
 
          /continued 
 
 



 
d)  Consultation results:   Forum members have a concern that the results of Traffic and Highways 
consultations (eg. CPZ, changes to road layouts & parking, etc) are neither presented to Highways 
Committee nor available on the website.   Richard had been asked to take this concern to a senior 
management meeting, and had done so, but the Forum had not received a reply.  Ryan suggested 
that the website page on Greenwich Town Centre should be looked at, as a good example of how 
consultation was reported. 
Secretary’s note: I have looked up Greenwich Town Centre. It is a major scheme similar in 
importance to the Eltham High Street public realm scheme, and is a good example, but SGF 
concerns are about the results of smaller scale consultations. 

 
5.  Highways Committee met on February 21 with a Green Lane petition; a Highways 

Maintenance item went to Cabinet on March 23.  The agenda for the next Highways meeting on 
May 1 has no items relevant to the south of the borough.  
 
6.  RBG Transport Strategy 

Ryan said that the public consultation was likely this autumn and the Strategy completed within the 
2019/2020 financial year.   He thought a timetable would be available by July. 
 
7.  Access to Sutcliffe Park Sports Centre 

Judy explained she had made a formal complaint because the officer report on the planning 
application had not identified that proposed access limitations would cause difficulty for Eltham 
residents – in other words they had not spoken up for local residents.   She had finally been told 
that the complaint had been passed to TfL, from whom she had received no response.   However 
TfL respond, she still considers RBG should also respond. 
 
8.  161 route – current service and future route change in Woolwich 
Judy had received complaints about the current service – at times infrequent and overcrowded. 
She did not have specific information on times of day, which Ryan felt was important if complaints 
were to be taken forward.   One problem might be poor marshalling at the Woolwich ferry carpark, 
which causes traffic disruption.   
Forum members had already expressed disappointment at the proposed 161 route change in 
central Woolwich, leaving the nearest stop to Crossrail some distance from the station.  Crossrail 
will have particular relevance as a fast route to Heathrow, and the 161 bus is the only service from 
the south of the borough to central Woolwich.   Passengers to Heathrow invariably have luggage, 
so Forum members ask RBG should ensure that the 161 utilises the stop beside Tesco in 
Woolwich New Road. 
 
9.  The Southeastern rail franchise 
Forum members had previously suggested that the best way to solve the problem of the total 
removal of Victoria trains on the Bexleyheath line would be to have two trains per hour on the 
Bexleyheath line and two trains per hour on either the Sidcup (our preference) or the Hayes line.    
That would reduce considerably passengers having to cross from platforms 3&4 to 1&2 at 
Lewisham, as whichever of the Sidcup/Hayes lines was selected, passengers wanting Victoria 
would not have to change platform.  It is clear that Lewisham station will have difficulty in coping 
with large numbers of Bexleyheath line passengers changing platform to pick up Victoria trains, 
and for the disabled, those with pushchairs, heavy luggage, the change of platform will be difficult 
and very slow.  It is also known that if installed, new digital signalling could considerably reduce 
the crossover problems.  What is not known is what RBG policy is on the loss of Victoria trains on 
the Bexleyheath line, and how RBG responded to the DfT proposal, which has now gone out to 
tender.    
 
 
 
 



10.  Kidbrooke Village hub – 335 bus, lift access, parking & taxi access to new station 
The TfL consultation on the route of the new 335 bus had been circulated to Forum members 
earlier in April.   TfL offer two route options – via the RWRR in the same way as the 132, or via 
Westcombe Hill.  After discussion it was agreed that the RWRR route should be faster, but would 
only be reliable if the hard shoulder was designated as a bus lane; if this was not the case, then 
the Westcombe Hill route would be more reliable.  Judy was asked to respond to TfL on this basis 
(email sent on 9.5.19). 
 
Also discussed were outstanding matters relating to the new Kidbrooke Station – lift access at the 
new build station footbridge, the need for drop-off and free short term parking to allow passenger 
load/unload, taxi office or parking space outside the station, and a bus stop at the station. 
 
11.  Kidbrooke Station Square proposal  
Improved access routes (footpath, underpass and footbridge with lifts) and improved pedestrian 
safety at the road junction are all essential if this application proceeds.    The transport 
infrastructure also needs to be reviewed because of increased rail and bus use. 
 
12.  Eltham Community Hospital: Traffic Order underway for ‘no parking at any time restriction’ 

in Passey Place immediately in front of the hospital. 
 
13.  Improved pedestrian routes at North Greenwich & drop off point for cars:   
Still to contact Planning to understand what plans are likely to come forward.    
  
14.  20 mph on local roads:   Richard considers around 80% of residential roads in the borough 

are now 20mph.    Retain as an Agenda item to ensure progress is monitored. 
 
15. Eltham Public Transport Users Group:   
Robin does not understand why with 6 trains per hour going through, only two actually stop at 
Mottingham.  He is also concerned at progress with the Mottingham Station car club as it is not 
clear how many bays there will be, and when they will be in place.    The Bercta Road car club bay 
still does not have an information post (with information).      He is pleased there is a Traffic Order 
in hand to deal with the Dominic/Molesworth problem reported at the last meeting. 
 
19. Matters arising from the January meeting 

a)  Avery Hill CPZ:  Discussions are making slow progress. 
b)  Bus lane in Well Hall Road:  a review of current situation (Coronet to Welcome Inn) needed. 
c)  Concrete blocks in Sherard and Dursley Roads:   Chased, but still no action.      
d)  Sun-in-Sands roundabout – advertising preventing pavement access: there appears to have 
been no enforcement. 
e)  Chequers Parade lighting poor:  Judy has chased reply. 
f)   570 Rochester Way/Westmount Road:  Planning to be asked whether permission is required if 
a new garage wishes to open. 
g)  Broad Walk/Rochester Way/Nelson Mandela Road junction:  Confirmed that safety at this 
double junction needs to be raised with Ward Councillors. 
h)  Riefield/Bexley Road traffic lights: still temporary lights; work expected to be completed within 
the next week. 
i)   CCTV in New Eltham:  the need raised at regular January meeting; retain on agenda until 
result of discussions known. 
j)   Well Hall Road bus lane:  the signs required for the Dobell Road section are on order and 
should  be going up shortly.   Richard said it is also a possible site for CCTV. 
k)  New Eltham CPZ:  results of consultation not yet known. 
 
20. Dates of next Traffic meetings 
July 22    October 28    2020   January 27     April 27      July 27 

All at 8pm at St Mary’s Community Centre, 180 Eltham High Street, SE9 1BJ 


